,Ritilé;:g'sl)z\l'ks My 45 Years at CasSSncredited photos are by the author.

| first went to Cass in June, 1968 with my wife and friends, Ed and Pam Terfeson.
tiny town did not appear on gas station road mapen; | researckd an atlas then

due to my routechoice leery of the smalledbcal roads, it was a seven hour trip. We
rode the Whittakertrain, then Ed and | exploremroundwhile waiting for the Bald
Knob train to returrso we couldyet photosof it. Not taking collegelasses for the

first time in years, myague plan \asto see as many tourist railroads as | cqgiven
my limited timeoff and moneyNow having experience@assl reallywanted to

come back, but that long drive argued against doing so any time gelasto byJohn
Krause)

However,subsequently showing off my photo$the trip, | found | had two other friends who wanted to séasdor
themselves and we headedout on the last weekend of Octobefhere we encountered a friendly brakeman, whtier

the trip, steered us up the stepg§2 G KS 2t R / 2YLI yé {(i2NB o0dzZAf RAFIILY P an:
turned on the lightsn the Civil War Museurthisown enterprise itturned out), | discovered a truly eclectic collection of
ancient memorabilia, photos and artifages much West Virginia and Cass logging railroad history as angthang

including a couple photos of the famous Shay 12, the longest, heaviest Shay ever built. Shay 12 was pretty much all |
1ySe o02dzi /lFraa KAAG2NE (28 KBSEAKSINRYRYSHKAKA & R ardz
| got his address and advice ofeaterroute home.

Upper photo:Cass Scenic Railroad Shay 4, my first view of a Shay
locomotive. | was in such a hurry to get on the train; | left my camera
bagsitting on top of the car in the parking lot.

10-scale model of Mower Lumber Company Shay
Number 4, built 19 ichard Sparks. The model

The broadside and left side views did indeed appear in
the January, 1973 issue of Railroad Model Craftsman.

—

n =

Lower photo:My model No.4inset is a stock PFM brass Pacific Coast; 3889 price, $89.9%erious money ther
O2dzf Ry Qi FFF2NR 2yS3 o6dzi L KI R ( 2ds&ing@ecds offfisxdénsive T { K|
beauty. Right: he result was gooénough forRailroad Model Craftsmamagazingo run my photos of the engine.
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. SNIKF Q& . 2 NRwahehftet tRedbidripAsfarted | & a
making overnighvisitsto Cass, th nearest motel was about 15 miles
away and cost about $15 for a nighhot insignificant for me. | slept

in my car on the museum floor, once in one of the former coal bins in
front of the hay barnthen Catty walked map the hillto meet
landlady,Bertha Haislogand handed her a five dollar biiBruce

DeBolt)

' Ed Tennysonyith Massachusetts boat carpenter, Tom
Landrigan, who became a Cass regular and good fradodg
withYS Ay . SNIKIFIQa {AGOKSya® . SN
room for the night, and breakfast. Meals were prepared on a
KdzaS ¢22R NI y3IST LQR yS@OSNI ac¢
. S NI K I QGémegsivedudatjoral experience;, like

going back to the 19208ooms were 8X12 feet, had a small

table and chair, linoleum rugyith onelight bulbon a wire

dangling from the ceiling.

The Cass shop building in 1968, the engine bays on thededt built

tall enough so #ggingskidder could be run into the shophe

machine shop is on the right. The building with the peaked roof was a
warehouse. The shop containedtold piles ofstuff left over from the
19001960 logging erd.et alone locomotive parts and casting
patterns, there was material in the warehousechuas new wagon
wheels and black powder blasting supplies that had been stacked in
there since thel910s (Bruce DeBolt)

The Whittaker Train blasting by the shop on my first trip to Calken

our train left the C&O main line through Cass and turned dhto

former lumber railroad track, t vista of theshop and yard, full of
interesting rolling stock, was the first thing we passed. Ed and | headed
up here immediately féer our train got back to Cass.
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After corresponding with Catty for a couple mostthe suggested |
come up in the winter to see the actual repair of locomotives in

)\ progress. My first trip inside the shop was in February, 1969. Most
of the machines had already been old when they were installed in
0KAA& ay,Budtin 192 XTReydvee driven by ciding

mounted lineshafts and belts, powered kayhugeelectric motor
mounted on the floor truly ancient technology

This is probably my mogublished photo: CSRR Shay 4 in the shop in February,
1969. The weather in Cass that day wkesar, temperature, unbelievably, was
around 6Q even though there was plenty of snow on the groumtle interior of

the old building was like a refrigerator thoughhe mild forecast was why | even
considered tlis February trip but luck ran outwe hit thick, blinding, snowfall in

the mountains on the way home.

On my first trip to the Cass yard, June, 1968, Ed and | found venerable
Shay 5sittingcold QR NBIF R (KI i GKS Sy3aays
in 1966, but ® my unpracticed eye, the engih@ked derelict, what

with the dirt and rust. | found out later it haglffereda broken

eccentric strapseveral days earlierneededonly a minor repair.

Anyway, thiengine, which had worked at Cass since 1905, definitely
showed the effects of harduske. 1 K2 dzZ3K{iX a¢ KSNBE A
KSNH:é¢

Shay 1 in the Cass yatgawNo.1through a broken window in the

shop on that first tripln service in 1963, the first year of tRSRR

then it wasscheduled for an overhaul. According to Catttyg 1905
vintageenginehad the best boiler on the railroad; neled onlynew

tires. But, Shay &tayedroughlike thisuntil it was cosmetically

restored and sent to the B&O Museum in 198heodda D2 & KA O¢ |
cab roofwas because Shagsand 5got replacement cabs from

% scrapped 15@on C&O Shayis the 1920sThe new cab fit 8¢on No.5,

but they had tonarrowmy ¢ 2 dzii 2 F ih&sthall@aS46m S NI
No.1, leading to the unique roof line
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Shay 12, the longest, heaviest Shay ever, workéchas from
1921 to 1942. It was built as a 1&h, threetruck and
lengthened to a 192on four truckbythe Cass shop in 1933.
Most logging railroadsnly had one or twdocomotivesof maybe
50-ton size. The Cass rosteif about 12 locomotivescluded tvo
80-ton, two 100ton and two 156ton engines plus this
behemoth. Finding out the details behind this (at first, even
finding decenfphotos of the locomotives) was a major focus of
my early Cass interesi{NeighborsCollection)

Railfan Weekend 1969, tdught two paintinggo Cassincluding one of Shay 12, my

fourth effort at paintinga locomotive portrait. Catty surprised me by hanging them on

the depot wal then called conductor, retired engineer, Walter Good over. Walter
 AljdZAY USSR FYRQE | XIRE #ZPR KA yiEKA VIS ®posihghy tHe LIK 2
LI AYGAy3ds L Fa1SR KAY 6KIFG N¥zyyAy3a (GKS ¢
GKFG 2f QXMWRnthé helchirihied Ud) Speculation was that the huge
locomotive, used hardn poor track sufferedconstantmechanical problems, plus,

Walter had been the engineer when 12 collided with a Western Mary|aild/&)

locomotive at Spruce, putting the Shay permanently out of service. Walter was held
blameless, but apparentlgfter 25 yeas, stilltook the accident personally.

My 1969 portraitof Shay 12 & G KS GAYSZ L adaA
decent photo of the engine. This painting led to a huge change

in my status Suddenlyl wasmore than just a tourist. Catty
contracted with me to do aditional locomotive pictures for his
museum(which herenamedto the Cass Historical MuseQn#s
important, | was adopted into the CaSsy” (i K dzgrduhéa (6 &d
railfan extraordinaire, John Killoratie District Parks

Administrator in charge of Cassmaja player in the

< preservation of the railroacand the founder and coordinator

of Railfan Weekend.

Shay 1Zitsderelict on the Cass dead line circa 19&4ereit lingered

from 1942 until 1956A testament to the remoteness of this location

and consequenscarcity of railfarpilferage the locomotive still has its
ydzY 6 SNJ | YR § pls itshh&l Wdd svhistlé intadt. 3 or years,
unbelievingrailfans heard that the 12 (as well as the 160, four-

truck No. 13 behind it) had sat at Caggo the mid-1950s. It was
incredibled K+ & GKS&S dzyAljdzS YI OKdakeSa |
it into the age of preservatiorAfter years of looking at bad B&W
snapshotsthis quality color slide of the 12 blew my min(August

Thieme, Tim Martin Collection)

;
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Railfan Weekend 1969, in addition to launching my professional art
career, saw my first trip to Bald Knob, where, just below the summit,
Shay 7 stepped off the raitgust out of sight of the majority ahe
railfan photographerdined up waiting for therain to run past. | was
g2YyRSNAY3IZ a2KFEG GKS 1 Stf R2 ¢S
A . . .
trainmen were veterans of the log train days. They had experienced
many derailments, and in under an hour, the locomotive was rerailed,
and the runby was held withd further incident.

1920vintage Shay 7 was probably the most popular of the five locomotives

on the Cass roster in 1969. The locomataequired from the Meadow River
Lumber Co. in Rainelle WV, had run to Cass, under its own power in 1964. As
evidene of the regard Cass had for No.7, its regular assignment was the

tough Bald Knob rug even though technically the 7 was a mechanical twin of
Shay 4. As former Meadow River locomotives, both Shay 7 and Heisler 6 came
with the Meadow River favorite Radl&Hunter style smokestaclsstead of

the diamond stacks that had been standard at Cass since 1900. The R&H stac}
required periodic manual draining of the cinders that accumulated in its

funnel whereas the diamontype just expelled them as the engine weidk

Railfan Weekend

1970, railfans were

surprised perhaps

shockedto see that

Shay 7 and Heisler 6

had been fitted with

diamond stacks

during thewinter

shopping Probably a

stack needed

replacement, and the

/'aa ONBg ol
. : : : about to figure out

how to m&e a Radley & Hunter when they had been making diamond stacks for decades. When | saw this photo of the

crowd watching the crew rerail the No.7 (derailments in two consecutive Railfan Weekends) on Gum Curve, it hit me

that | was visible in the crowd, anadth taken a photo of theerailingprocess; much harder than th@ne theprevious

year because it was the center truck derailed, on a curve with a guardedilphoto, John Killoran, Tim Martin Collection)
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At the start of the 1971 season, traght greeted the faithful in the

Cass yard. During shopping, a boiler defect had been found at the
02002y 2F GKS FANBRG O2dNES 2F b2c
was let for a replacementyhich wasejected on arrival, as was a
secondonefroma@FSNBy i GSYyR2NY» . & (K
arrived from the west coast. With the additional locomotives, No.7
became surplus, and it still sits derelict, its smaller parts either lost in

the 1972 shop fire or used on sister locomotives.

The Cass iih, seen from the south in 1968intact, with onlyone

obvious sag in the wall. The larger building isglaingmill, with the
flooring warehouse next to it. The sawmill and boiler house are seen in
the distanceThe tracks are the former C&O GreeiebBranch. The

Cass depot is to the rear of the photograpitiie former logging track
curves off the mainline just out of sight by the far end of the sawmill.
(Bruce DeBolt)

This is the Cass mill from the north, circa 1969. The low, brush
filled area $ the former mill pond. The log dump, where logs

from flatcars were rolled into the pond can be seen on the right.
The ramp is the jackslip,itlv an endless chain to take logs from

the pond upthe rampto the huge bandsaws on the cutting floor.

| The shed vih the big windows housed a steam winch known as
0KS aLR2YR &a1ARRSNEZIZ dzaSR (2 Y2
¢ KS dzLJLISNJ £ S@St 2F (GKS o0dzAf RAY
the saw filer worked to keep the huge bandsasisrp.

Inside the planing mliin 1969, there were still pieces of jobs

sitting on the machines and diagrams of the igstisthat were

being manufactured when the mill closed in 1960. disgraml
remember was a crossection2 ¥ G KS a{ GF yRINR t
/| 2dzy (& & OK 2agdched& a nfilling mabkiné £

The amount and sizes of timber used in the construction of this
hugebuilding complex, particularly the roof trussegas truly
impressive
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View of the Cassawmill from the depot in 1972 after thinitial
collapse of theplaning mill. On the left are two old C&O dining
cars, knowras the Shay Inm, fast food restaurant back when
dining options at Cass were extremely limited. There was a-walk
up window on the extended station platform seen here, or
seating at tables on #hinside.

- View from the coal dock toward the planing mithoking past
the flooring warehouse in November, 187ne can see beyond
the spout of the water tower thiathe collapse of the planing mill
has now involved the entire buildinghe brick firewalseenon
the east side of the flooring warehouses of little help when
these structures burned 1978

In August 197, the planing mill and flooring warehouse caught
fire, the first of two suspicious fires that destroyed the huge,
OANDI M@PHHI Gy SgEEmetBarduss)a b ¢ YA f

In 1971, Catty Neighbors came up with a surprise, a home for
wayward railfans. He rented at®droom company house ($25 a
month), and recruited tourists looking for a place to staych

closer and cheaper than the nearest motels. Needless to say,
friends were priority, and was a very regular guest. This was
K2YS 2railfanyiSiiee@aNg KS O £ £ SR (K¢
Cattyclaimedadohnny Pulpwas thenickname used by the locals
2N G¢KS /2YLIyezé (GKS 2Sad +AN
(19001942) owners of Casthe milland logging operation
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Catty Neighbors in the yard of his home in East CGasstly before

his untimely death in 197% A G K | @ SNE & Wlvéaf LI N
DF GKSNAY Q¢ ¢KA&a KIFyYyR LlzyYLl aSOGAz2
moved to his museum(Phil Bagdon, Tim Martin Collection)

2 A0K /1FrGdeqQa RSFOIK:E (GKS W2Kyye t
and friends had bought a house in East Cass, and madeelcome.
Rather than intrude, often | pitched a tent in their yard, using the
outdoor plumbing the water pump on the porch anthe outhouse.

In 1971, there was more
to see at Cass than the
former logging trains.
The Greenbrier Scenic
Railroad operted
mainline steam
excursiondetween
Roncevert and Durbin,
90 miles, using ex
Reading Railroad-T

Class 8-4 N0.2102. The trains stopped at Cass so passengers who wished to
do socould take a side trip on the Cass train to Whittaker in the intervakewhil
the mainline train went the last 14 miles to Durbin and returned.

In the spring of 1971, Cass ran a tday ferry trip taking the Heisler
FYR GNIAY (2 2So0da0GSNJ{LINAy3Ia T2
promotion fora proposedscenic railroad on the Western Maryland
Railway out of Webster SpringBom Landrigan and | boarded at
Durbin and rode all one day to get to Slaty Fork, sigggthe night

in the Western Maryland boarding housé&/ethen rode to Webster
Springs the next da This photo was taken at Bergoo, on the second
day. Bergoo had been the headquarters of the Pardee & Curtin
Lumber Co. and there were still signs of their large, narrow gauge
railroad, including old boxcars in use as shadse tiny town.At
WebsterSpings John Killoran took us to lunch and told us about a special trip atpZasedfor May 1972
commemoratinga bookrelease,The Shay Locomotive. Titan of the TimibgrMike Koch(John Killoran, Tim Martin
Collection)
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Also in early 1971, two bigjl-burning Shays arrived in Cass. How
this actually happened was something | never paid much attention
to. Peopldike John Killoramade it happenThe first on the

property was 8&on Shay 3, the former Mt. Emily Lumber Co. No.1,
on al0-year lease (lar extended to 20) from the Oregon Historical
Society. | was impressed by the apparkemgesize of the machine,
not realizing it was a sister to Shay 5 with basic specifications the
same.lts moremodern cast trucks and girder frame just made the
No.3bulk larger in my perceptiothan the No.5

The second acquisitigpurchased from Vancouver B@vas exciting
for a Shay enthusiast, a genuine Pacific CaS1L3)model, the
most advance@&hayfrom the Lima Locomotive Works (of the
1920s). Théookalike fleet ofPGwas the closest thing to mass
production in Shaynanufacturing with updated appliancekke
superheatcompound air pumppiston valvesandan all-weather
steel cab standardThey were based on the I6n design like Cass
No.4,but slightly longer, coming in at about ¥8ns.No.2 is the
only PQype ever to operate east of the Mississippi.

. Panoramic photo of the Koch
Weekendin May, 1972; the
gatheringJohn Killoran had
talked about the previous
year at Webster Springa
¢ K 2viha ofwell-known
railroad-oriented authors
historians, photographers
: fs| tourist railroad operators,
railroad officialsas well aglescendants of Shay inventor, Ephraim Shay, former employees bfihd_ocomotive
Works and three or four members of tHewly Johnny Pulp Club, including mysettordon Roth)

Much of the Koch Weekend was spent networkigth such an

eclectic group, who could resisth the left, is Ben Kline, eauthor of
several books on logging in Pennsylvania, and an engineer on the
Strasburg Railroad. Next is Mallory Hope Ferrell, author of many books
and articles with a focus on shdite railroads. On the right (and
concealing mgis James Gertz, engineman on the Rayonnier logging
railroad in Washington Statendowner of a 7&ton Willamette geared
locomotive, the32" andfinal Willamette manufactured by this Lima
competitor. Jim not surprisingly, latewas ceauthor of a book on
Willamette locomotives(John Killoran, Tim Martin Collection)
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GbSgé¢ { KhdENb.2ipBpper Gum Field on Koch Weekavith little time to
spare Cass had not quite worked out the bugs in theboiiner o No.3, and even

with an experienced cfiiring man from the West Coast in the cab, the locomotive
threw out dense smoke, indliing aperiodicbrief flamethrower effect with sheets of

fire shootinglaterallyfrom the bottom of the firebox. The big question among the
easterners had been what would oil smoke look and smell like. The answer was: not
much different from coal smoke.

Shays 3 and 2 on Koch Weekend sitting on the shop track with the
old building in the background. | had no idea this would be my last
photo of the historic structure intact. Perhaps becaussafany
distractionsdue to the interesting crowddespite exellent

weather, my photos made at the Koch Weekend were generally
disappointing.

¢ 2 Af f dza Gdedepiily laréetp@earan€eihere is a photo
of the locomotiveparkedin the same place as the above shot. This
showsthe heavy, longvheelbase trucks, comparatively long
frame, and the inexplicably long cabhismust have been a pain

for the fireman on a codired 80-ton; instead ofsimplypivoting

; with the loaded shovet it wastwo steps from the coal bunker to
the fireboxdoor. Nonetheless, lie 80ton model was traditionally
made by Limasnoticeablylonger than a 7@on, and surprisingly,
alsolonger than a 9@on. 80-ton Cass No.5 was rebuilt in the
1920s with a shorter cab and longer coal bunker.

In July, 1972he Cass shop was destroyed by a latght fire. Shay 3,
restored only monthdefore,was parked inside. Climax 9, acquired in
bad condition from MooreKeppelin Ellamore WV in 1971 was also
inside, butpostfire was ot much worse than before. The Cassw
managed to haul No.3 out during the fire, but the damage had been
donewith its glass and copper parts meltefldding to the worries was
requirement the locomotivebe returned to the Oregon Historical
Society in operating condition. The railroad abubt just forgetthis
repair jobas they did with No.7 the year befare
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A month after the Cass shop fire, the Whittaker train passes the ruins
of the parts warehouse. The Cass crew built some small sheds, but
proceeded to carry on locomotive maintenano®stly in the operg,
winter and summer until new facilities were finisheder the nexttwo

to three years.

Asto my notgetting decent photos during the Koch Weekehdot
other chance. Mike Koch came back and raisecondcharter in
November, six months after his big weekeas well as another in
November, 1973seen here)With a smaller, more relaxed crowd,
everybody did much better at the business of railfan photography.

Not that the Koch Novembed 972charter was
without its celebrities. | scored lunch with Dan
Ranger, author dPacific Coast Shay. Strong Man
oftheWoodE (G KS {KIF& aoAof S
wrote his book. Dan, on the leftivas an officer

and locomotive engineer on th&haypowered

CE B]_JJ Grfaham (v:ountyAHacb?d)\ y bz NJi K /I NP €
P i ] 5ryoa €8FGT FStt2s W2Kyy
; John King are on my left. Then in the bowler hats
90788 =L are author/historian Ben Kline, engineer on the

StrasburdRailroad andgubsequenty Director of
the Pennsylvania State Ratd Museumalong

= with his fireman, Linn Moedinger, who became
President of the Strasburg amdrecognized
authority on the restoration of steam
locomotives(John Krause, Tim Martin Collection)
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In the fall of 1972, West
Virginia acquired two
surplus od locomotives
from the U.S. Army
Transportation Corps at
Ft. Eustis VAwhich had
closed down steam
locomotive training The
612 was one of a mass
produced 28-0 class built
duringWWII to supplement the waravagedeuropearrailroads. The 714 was an irgttial 0-4-0Tlocomotive, built to
A6A0G0K GKS LIB26SNI LI Iyd 4 { addtransfaried totlelUBATE wHerRitbedaniel f
surplus The 612 was intended to power excursions planned for th€&® line between Cass and Dutbihe 7% was
to become the Cass shop switchBnth engines were operational when they arrived at Chasfor various reasons,
planned usage never materialized.

Feelingsatisfactionfrom the experience of the small Koch charter,
the Johnny Pulp Club decided to try its oglrartertrip. | was
appointed to negotiag with the Cass Superintendent and John
Killoran As the onlyJPGnember with theimmediatemeans,| was
alsoelected makehe required financial deposit with the Park

hat), plustrain crew and a couple freeloadeis my first experience
Cas train charter between a private individual and the State Park

System no price schedule existed. Killoran set tee for 8 hours a
locomotive and threemancrew at $125(John Krause)

The charter, The Woodhick Special, ran in less than perfect April
(which would have been a firtime experiencdor us), but Killoran
the small number of photographers, we all could fibia caboose,
thus using only authenti@il logging equipmenga first) andcould

stagephoto linesat placesnot used at Railfan Weekends because

Spruce, wher@ven20 photographers we a crowd.

System. Thus, in April, 19713ed21 paying passengers (I passed the

as a Cass photo excursion coordinator. This was perhaps THE first,

weather. We had been hoping for March, and the possibility of snow

pushed us to April to ensure a locomotive would be available. With

they weretoo cramped This photo is at Snake Curve, just below Old

A
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Catty told me about a private charter in Marctd75. | knew

the operator, Carl Franz, slightly, and drove to Cass, where |
talked my way aboardt the depot Carl surprised me by
O2yadzZ GAYy3A 2y XaAKEO0IIKE2 (R R (1RHS
The reason tamewas the possibility afakingsnow

pictures and Carl got snow, but | quickly decided blowing

snow was not really magical. | spent a lot of time in the
caboose, leaving the runbys to the more hardy enthusiasts

Carl became weknown for his annual charters at Casgl
elsewhere evenrunningsteamin Europe (Wayne Sherwin)

In 1975 was contacted by a fellow who had come on the
Woodhick Special. Bill Bell wanteddmanize a luxury,
limited-subscription §0-passenger) Cass charter as a fund
raiser for his club, the Chesapeake & Allegheny Live Steamers.
I wound up as the trip coordinator for 15 annual CALS
charters, generallheldin early May before the regular Cass
season. One thing aboutakingregularpre- and postseason
visits to Cass was seeing thinggommonduring the regular
season. Hergin 1974, was a unique approach to locomotive
cleaning. Note thathe main shop has not been rebuyiet
after the fire, but the car shop is and functioning.

Rare Sights

When Cass connected with the C&O and
Western Marylandailroads there were
occasional special trips on the main lines. On
trips to Elkins, for the Forest Festivaleople
in-the-knowwere favored with the chance to

ride the Cass trainverthe Western

al NBf I yRQa NI GKSNJ &aLISC
of Cheatspanninghe Shavers ForkBob

Hoke)
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=L As CALS trip coordinator, | often staged things just because | could.

= One time | thought a nosm-nose shot at the wye would be
spectacular certainly unique When | set it up, | discovered tharity
of the sceneapparently escaped my 50 passengers. | was the only one
who took a photo.

In 1977, the diehard Shay men at Cass were still a bit
leery of the Heisler. The long, skinny bouerried

them when it came to steep grades and keeping a safe
level of water in the boiler. It was seldom trusted to go
to Bald Knob. But, here we are at the lookout on a
spectacular day, the small charter group making a
relatively peoplefree picture.

On charters, we wouldften go up the mountain one
day and as herepp the former C&O to Durbin the next
day.The wo old tank cars were refurbished and
donated to Cass by a petroleum dealer when the oil
burning Shays came to Cass in 1972. The story as h
hoped they would be used to transport fuel from his
Charlestorfacility to Cass, but the cars pretty much
stayed at Casas oil storageor used as seen here
props on photo freights. This shot was made on the
Cass to Durbin line, which was wiped outab§jood in
1985. As of 2018, the private operator of the Cass
railroad is making progress in restoring this line to
service.
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One of the unique locomotives at Cass is an antique GB45
side-rod diesel locomotive occasionally used as a switcher. In
1981, | arranged for ouCALShartergueststo be picked up

at the Cass depdiy No.20and carried to their catered dinner
at the shop. The train crew had other ideas, and kidnapped
the carload of passengers for a round trip to Whittaker; the
little siderod diesel sounding like an angry regacader

charging up the hill, both radiators steaming spectacularly. As
far as | know, this was the only diegmlwered passenger trip
ever to Whittaker, and our guests were an hour late to their
dinner. The littk GE has now been inoperable for many years.
(Ray Beimel)

In 1981, the newhacquired Western Maryland

a . €6 Jhay, the final and largest Shay built by
Lima was available for use on the Durbin line.
Cass management had borrowed some old
Western Marylanchoppers for use as photo

props with the 6, which made for a unique long
train between Cass and Durbin. The line to Durbin
provided variety, and had its scenic spots, but
overall, it was a fairly dull ride compared to going
up the mountain.

This is andter example of making a photo
opportunity by doing thingsjust because |

could. | hadwo trains,a single locomotive on a
photo freight and a doubkaeader pulling
passengers, which | combined for the run back to
Cass.
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Thisnight photowas made at th wye on a small
private charter back when one could still get-old
fashioned large, pregype flash bulbs.

Nowadays, taking night photos is still popular, but
the simple flash bulbs have been replaced by
electronic devices, which typically require an
outside power source or other logistics not
practical in a middlef-nowhere mountaintop
location like the Cass wye.

Longgone Casef 1971is seerbefore the deadly
flood of 1985whenthere still was a remnant of
¢historic downtowrg Cass tattered remairs of

the bars, stores, hotels, brothels and the like that
had provided for the needs and entertainment of
the loggers and sawmill crews from 1900960.

In my zeal to get to the railroad action, this
interesting past history wasere background
noise, nealy invisible to me as | drove through.
After November, 1985, there was nothitejt of
these classic structures

To me, this is ideal Casss it was in 1968. We
have a sunny, summer day, the old depot, the mill
intact, and the Whittaker train waitintp go with
original wood flatcars. Most of the crew would be
veteran oldtimers; the town still had actual
residents, a mayor, ordinances, a couple of local
businesses, a constable. Lifaswnot perfect, but

it was real, in contrast to the Disneyesque ledu

of Cass in the 21Century. (Bruce DeBolt)




In May, 1975at night, hoursafter a CALS chartgroup
had left for home the Cass depot burned. The state
moved in two trailers, one with restrooms, the other for
ticket saleswhich served until a ve depot was
completed.

In early May, 1979, construction on the replacement
depot was well along. The new building closely
reproduced the footprint of the old one, bincorporated
the ornatearchitectural details and trim that were the
C&0 standard for depots built around the turn of the"20
Century. One majadesigndifference was the new depot
lackedthe raised baggage platform and freight room door
of the old structure which werereplaced with large
ground levedoors leading to theestrooms.

During the 198681 off season, the Cass shop crew refurbished Shay 1 and
0-4-0T No.714. Here, the locomotives are loaded on flatcars, ready for
transport to the B&O Museum in Baltimore where thegd beerntraded

F2NJ 2 S0 SNY &8 Shey TheestdRafiah of &hay 13was

strictly cosmetic, apparently using parts, including trucks, not originally
from thislocomotive. The 714 had come to Cass in 1972 in operational
condition, and ithadremained in good shape. Rather quickly, the B&O
Museum put this locomotive into service hauling excursions around the
museum. No.1 was letteredGreenbrier Cheat & Ekthe 714was

lettered for its original identitya { Ay G 9f ATNo@SGK | 24&l




Rl

18

¢ KS @ Shayhewly received from the B&O $éum the

locomotive could not be used on Cass Hill for several years pending
rebuild of the tracks to accommodate this large machine, at 162
tons, approximately twice the weight of the next largest Shay on the
CassScenic Railroabster. Given theabundant caution, oe had to
reflect onthe 20years of servicen Cass Hill by GC&E/Mower Shay
12, mechanical neawin of Shay 6. Had the track maintenance
really been any better thenR (i Q&  FSHldHdeid@adaf derailing
this monster on a tourist runaye pause for thought. Until the
remedial work on the hill track was completed, the 6 was used on
the Cass to Durbin line.

~ Destructiont e /ev[S Dpe pu

In 1985, one of the 1942intage Mower Camp cars succumbed to the
elements. It was becoming apant that managemenhadits
missionsolelydefined by thefinite time and money appropriated by
the state¢ and with no apologiesJohn Killoran had moved pa
railfandefinitelywasno longerin charge Those inauthority were
goingto preserveonly what equipment was necessary to provide the
basic trainexperiencepromised in the literaturewith no evident
regretabout theloss ofrare artifacts accumulated in the early years
of the Scenic Railroad.

The 62in 2008; it was hard to believe this wootive

had been trapped at Cass since it was delivered in
operable condition in 1972Viany wondered why this
engine had not been offered to a better home. It
seemed that once the state bureaucrats got something
on the books, it just stayed forever. Parkeehind the

612 is the carcass of Shay 7, also on the Cass dead line
since 1972.



